
“Cap Ferret’s distinct character can sometimes be overshadowed by a homogenised
aesthetic,” says Joséphine Fossey, the designer behind this picturesque five-bedroom
French villa on the southern coast. Named Oyat, the single-storey rental house is part of a
small stable of unique holiday stays by hospitality group Beauvallon, which specialises in
properties with a sense of place. There’s nothing generic about this bolthole: every element
of its restful design is rooted in local heritage. “Our vision was to honour the unique spirit
of Cap Ferret while providing a modern yet timeless space,” says Fossey, who founded her
eponymous studio in 2021 after many years as an art specialist working with brands like
Christie’s, Claridge’s, and Cartier.
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Oyat is located in the heart of Cap Ferret, between the ocean, the dunes, and popular local
spots like La Conche du Mimbeau, a sand spit famous for its oyster huts. Sheltered by pine
trees, it’s designed as a haven for family and friends, boasting a landscaped garden filled
with strawberry bushes and an enticing blue swimming pool. Fossey’s design for the
interior (which sleeps up to ten people) was shaped by the region’s heritage and landscape,
emphasising light, space, and a seamless flow between indoors and out. “Inspiration
emerged naturally from the history of the peninsula, where colonial architecture has
influenced local styles,” she says. “Oyat’s wooden panelling and large, open spaces not only
complement the local buildings, but also echo the colonial vernacular that once defined the
area. This authenticity allows visitors to feel a sense of belonging, encouraging them to
experience the region’s textures, colours, and stories while enjoying a refined and elegant
retreat.”
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Aiming to evoke a sense of nostalgia, Fossey composed the French villa's material and
colour palette as a tribute to Cap Ferrat’s terrain. The rooms are atmospheric yet timeless.
“A defining element of the design is the wooden panelling that clads the walls, which
references the traditional fishing huts of the region,” she explains. Several pieces of custom
furniture – including the kitchen, wall-mounted TV unit, and bed frames – are made of
sipo, an amber-toned tropical wood originally used in boat construction. Fronted with
rattan and grasscloth panels, these timber details lend warmth to the creamy white walls.
“Sipo also brings a nautical touch that resonates with the coastal surroundings,” adds
Fossey. “In crafting the furniture, we opted for classic shapes that can’t be easily dated, to
ensure that each piece feels as though it has always belonged here.”
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Fossey collaborated with local artisans to create the custom furniture, including the
sculpted plaster fireplace in the living room, the travertine dining table, and an upholstered
dining bench. These were complemented with carefully selected vintage pieces in order to
achieve the sense of permanence that the designer wanted. “There’s a lovely pair of old
colonial-style armchairs, and decorative objects that further enhance the narrative, such as
a vintage tapestry and yacht sculpture.”
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The villa’s colour palette draws on local influences, incorporating classic coastal hues
without resorting to cliché. “We opted for a spectrum of warm beige tones, echoing Cap
Ferret’s sandy beaches and sun-drenched landscapes while creating a sense of comfort,”
says Fossey. “To further enhance Oyat’s colonial roots, we introduced subtle green accents,
which serve as a gentle reminder of the area’s colonial architecture, where such tones often
appeared in traditional palettes.” Chief among these green notes are the moss-toned
Maison de Vacances sofa in the living room, and forest-green linens in the bedrooms. “As
well as reflecting the landscape, this colour promotes a sense of tranquillity and relaxation.
This project embodies my philosophy of creating spaces that seem to have always existed,
infused with memory and naturalness.” @josephine.fossey
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HOME TOURS

is French Villa Clad in Timber Blends Fishing-Hut

Charm With Bespoke Craft and Vintage Finds

Shaped by the easy rhythm of Cap Ferret life, this coastal home is our next dream holiday destination

By Amy Bradford
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CONNECT WITH AD

About AD Middle East

Contact the Editors

Newsletter Sign Up

|

© 2026 Condé Nast. All rights reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement and Your California Privacy Rights. AD Middle East may earn a portion of sales from products that are
purchased through our site as part of our Affiliate Partnerships with retailers. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Condé Nast. Ad Choices

Privacy Policy & Cookie Statement | Condé Nast Store | Careers | Site Map M A N A G E  P R E F E R E N C E S

Photo: Jules Focone

Middle East

NEWSLETTER

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN HOMES CULTURE & LIFESTYLE DECORATING HOTELS BY DESIGN VIDEO AD100

https://www.admiddleeast.com/story/this-holiday-home-in-phuket-feels-like-a-modern-tree-house-nestled-in-thailands-tropical-landscape
https://www.admiddleeast.com/story/lestang-1573-romantic-french-chateau-restored-building-as-art-gallery
https://www.admiddleeast.com/story/contemporary-swimming-pool-design-rafael-de-cardenas
https://www.admiddleeast.com/story/colonial-style-villa-near-istanbul-bright-terracotta-facade-with-colourful-modern-interior
https://www.admiddleeast.com/story/nantucket-coastal-home-renovation
https://www.admiddleeast.com/story/earthy-interiors-vintage-furniture-and-a-cherished-tapestry-madrid-home-marta-de-la-rica
https://www.beauvallon.com/en/adresses/oyat-family-house
https://www.instagram.com/josephine.fossey/
https://www.admiddleeast.com/homes/home-tours
https://www.admiddleeast.com/contributor/amy-bradford
https://www.facebook.com/ADMiddleEast
https://www.instagram.com/admiddleeast
https://www.pinterest.com/admiddleeast
https://www.tiktok.com/@admiddleeast
https://www.admiddleeast.com/
https://www.admiddleeast.com/info/about-ad-middle-east
https://www.admiddleeast.com/info/contact-us
https://www.admiddleeast.com/newsletter
https://www.admiddleeast.com/info/user-agreement/
https://www.admiddleeast.com/info/privacy-policy#privacypolicy/
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-california/
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-optout/
https://www.admiddleeast.com/info/privacy-policy
https://condenaststore.com/
https://www.condenast.com/careers
https://www.admiddleeast.com/sitemap
https://www.admiddleeast.com/
https://www.admiddleeast.com/newsletter
https://www.admiddleeast.com/search
https://www.admiddleeast.com/architecture-design
https://www.admiddleeast.com/homes
https://www.admiddleeast.com/culture-lifestyle
https://www.admiddleeast.com/decorating
https://www.admiddleeast.com/hotels-by-design-2024
https://www.admiddleeast.com/video
https://www.admiddleeast.com/ad100

